 

After receiving representations from groups who said their legitimate activities were being curtailed by the original Order banning curved swords, the Government laid a further Order in Parliament on 4 June adding a defence for any sword (not just made in Japan) made before 1954 or after 1954 using traditional methods of forging by hand.  We have also added a defence for swords used in religious ceremonies.   We are now awaiting parliamentary approval for these extra defences and should this happen we expect these new defences to come into force by the end of July.   We have not made any other changes regarding sharp and blunt swords. 

You can still import and sell straight swords.  You can also still export curved swords abroad as exports are not affected by the ban.   There are also defences if you sell curved swords for TV or film purposes and if the person you are selling the sword to is a member of a genuine martial arts or re-enactment society which has third party liability insurance.  The onus would be on you (as the retailer, importer or wholesaler) to satisfy yourself that the person buying is legitimate and has proof of membership – membership card or copy of insurance.
 

Regards

Jonathan Batt
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